2019
Annual Report of Washington

State Elections

Secretary of State Kim Wyman

S TATE
3 2
& 2
£y A\ 2
z
» )2
2 Z
i /5
& .

Office of the Secretary of State
Elections Division




N

Elections Division

The Office of the Secretary of State is dedicated to integrity, service excellence, visionary leadership and
collaboration. These core values drive our daily commitment to conduct accurate, secure and accessible
elections.

2019 was a year of innovation and implementation in election administration. Together with our county
partners, we spent thousands of hours working to builtkav system and a process that hast

2 | & KA y<shaie®igeQater registrationrad election mangement systems ahead of the curve.
VoteWAiIs unique because of its integration, modezation, and collaboration. Wielended 41 separate
systems, and added an integrated statewide GIS layer, into a siegeesystem thatfacilitates

streamlined implemetation of same-day registration,automaticvoter registration, the Future Voter
Program and othe sweeping legislative reforms.

Every year, the Office of the Secretary of State produces a report with an analysis of election data. The
analysis combines aiable data to provide comparisons and highlight trends across cycles regarding

voter registration, turnout, and ballot counting. The analysis incorporates national statistics to the

extent such information is available from the Election Assistance Coinmi3$e report also explains

YySg LREtAOASE YR AYLINROSYSYyGa Ay 2FakKAy3adzyQa S
¢tKAa @SIFNE LQY SEOAGSR G2 &aKINB (GKS &ai2NEB 2F Hn
other election security measures to preparingfom H N Q& Fff ySg LINBAARSYUGAL
for safeguarding elections, modernizing systems, and providing more access than ever to the citizens of
Washington state.

Sincerely,

Kim Wyman
Secretary of State
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INTRODUTION

The Report on Elections in Washington State is published annually byfibe of the Secretary

of Statewith a focus orelection dataanalysis. The report often provides an introduction to new
policies and the steps taken to implement legislatidrhen applicable, annual reports for even

year election cycles are updated with federal statistics and comparisons after the publication of
the Election Administration and Voting Survey (EAVS) by the U.S. Election Assistance Commission
(EAC). For 2019, ad-year election cycle, the report will not be appended with federal data

from the commission.

RCW 29A.60.300 requires the Office of the Secretary of State to publish data on voted ballots,
rejection rates, and the reasons for those rejections. In ewelgr-numbered year (following an
evenyear elections cycle), the Office of the Secretary of State will conduct and publish a survey
of County Auditors and Canvassing Boards in order to analyze current practices on acceptance
and rejection of ballots, and atude this data in the yearly election analysis. Results will be
analyzed and compared with available national data and recognized best practices. The Office of
the Secretary of State will also include recommendations for improvements that minimize
rejections, with a goal of standardization where applicable.

Most of the analysis in this report combines figures drawn from the Washingtectidn

Information Systemthe Vder Registration Databage (G KS & 0 I ( System,artd ballat 2 (§ S2 |
NEO2YOATt Al GA2Y NBLRZ2NIA aAdooYAGUSR o6& SIFOK 27F 2|
and General Election.

hiGKSNJ FIFO0a yR FTAIdzZNB& OFYS FNRY Lzt AOFGA2Y
in addition to other Secretaries of State, State Boards of Elections;paotisan institutions, and
non-governmental organizations for use in national comparisons.

In 2019, Washington implemented a package of legislation aimed at improving participation,
transparency, and F ANy Sada Ay 2l akKAy3aadzyQa StSOowRy aeéa
aged 16 and 17 to preegister as voters (HB 1513), expand the voter registration period prior to

each election $SB 6021), and implement automatic voter registratibi3 (259%. Tohelp carry

out this new legislationthe Office of the Secretary of Stat#roduced itsnew voter registration

system VoteWA.Many improvements were also made to increas&K S & SOdzNRA (& 2F
elections and elections systems
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VoteWA

One of the most significant achievements in Washington State elections in 2019 was the
implementation of VoteWAEvery year, the U.S. Election Assistance Commission recognizes
exceptional work complet# across the country to improve elections administration with their

/ £ ST NR Y 3K 2 JA&ds.oThe Gffise oNtheSSecretary of State received a 2019 Clearie
Award in the Outstanding Innovations in Elections category for the VoteWA project.

VoteWA ighe culmination of a fiveyearstatewidecollaboration betweerihe Washington Office

of the Secretary of Statend the 39 counties to createsecurecentralized system for both voter
registration and elections management, and contains integrated petitions management,
candidate management, and a ss#rvice public portal. It went live on June 6, 2019 and was
effectivdy used as the statewide voter ragiation and election management system in the 2019
Primary and General Elections.

Priar to VoteWA, Washington hageparate systems dtoth the state levelnd the county levie
At the state levelthere werethe Vder Registration Databasand the Washigton Eéction
Information systenthat had been developed in 2068} with grants fronthe Help America Vote
Act The counties ha@9 separte election management systemgrovided by three different
vendors with individual maintenance and support contracihese systems could not
accommodate desired changes in election lawskeep up withevolving technical platforms.
They were also increasingly difficult to secure from cyber threats.

In 2014 the Office of the Secretary of Statalong with the 39 Countuditors in Washington,
initiated the VoteWA project to implement a moderrneEtions Management Systerfor
WashingtonState This was a huge undertaking, collectively requiring tens of thousands of hours
of work planning, designing, and building a systemd @rocess that has never been built before.
VoteWA is a blend of 41 separate systems and required conversion of over a terabyte of data.
This included over eight million voter records, 134 million audit records, and 64 million ballot
history records.

VoteWA pulls all of the various functions of the previous systdnie one centralized
modernized system, integrating andstandardizingthe data being recordedand providing
increasedconfidence in electiosecurity.

In addition, the VoteW/Aolution saves the citizens of Washington money by reducing system
support and maintenance fees. VoteWA enables a number of process efficiémaiesll save
the state and the counties time and effoihcluding reduction in staff time tprocess repor
and update dataand decreased timéo validate petition signatureswith this additional time,
the Office of the Secretary of Staéed the counties can increase service to the public and focus
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on activities with a higher value proposition. VoteWAodias an improved ability to comply with
the Ameicans with Disabilities Acthe Rehabilitation Act (Section 508), and other accessibility
and larguage translations requirements, and will be more adaptable tolegiglationchanges
that may come along ithe future.

The VoteWA public portal, VoteWyov, iscurrentlyavailable in fivaifferent languages: English,
Spanish, Chinese, Vietnamese, and Kordéuters can uséne public portato:

Register to vote orleeck their registration status
Updatetheir name or address

View their voting history

[ SFNY 6KFGQAa 2y GKSAN V@teWA
Access an onlineeplacementballot.

+AS¢ + @230SNR& 3IdzZA RS

Look up a local voting center

View elected officials at county, state, and federal levels

<LK KKK LK KLKKL

Candidates filing for certain offices can also utilize VoteWA. Having a single site for all offices
rather than 40 separate jurisdictions allows for more consistency and accurately sends the user
and their information to their correct filing officer. Caddites will also be able to submit their
a0FGSYSyild | yR LI anphit, przfilg feds, Siewoffice Sdgén for election, and
view other candidates who have filed in VoteWA.

The Office of the Secretary of Statéll continue to collaborate wit stakeholders to add
functionality to VoteWA.
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ELECTION SECURITY UPDATES

Ly

HAMPE 2FaKAyYy3dz2y YIRS INBFG AGNARSE Ay AYl

elections systems. Improvements include:

T

Implementation and funding fothe Searity Operations CenterSecurity Operations
Centerstaff have developed a comprehensive security plan for both state and county
elections systems, acquired security enhancements to monitor and block threats to
elections systems, coordinated with nationahd state cybersecurity officials, and
provided training and assistance to county partners.

Acquiring equipment and software that captures and stores the network traffic crossing
the centralized election system, allowing for afdection analysis to védy no data has
been tampered with or altered. This also provides {tgak advanced threat monitoring,
which allows for a rapid response if an anomaly is detected.

t dZNOKI &8Ay3 OoSNBSOdNAGE SldALIYSYd FyR |aa
election security. This includes firewalls, issue tracking software;vans software,

email protection, vulnerability testing equipment and software, and backup equipment

and software.

Other election security measures, including increased security 88 drives, password
Yyl 3SN) 4a2FG 6l NBX FyR aasSaaySyuaa 2F 2| aKA

Training for county elections officials atlie Office of the Secretary of Stakdections
staff, including online classes andgarson trainings and exercises.ddl of 332 people
participated in nine election cybersecurity trainings.

Implementation of multifactor authenticationtoaccess 2 1 S2 ! = 2 | aKAy 3342y Q
management system

These improvements were made possible by money awarded to Washington frerga0i18
HAVA (Help America Vote Act) Election Security Fund to improve the administration of elections.
Washington was awarded $7,907,768; a total of $3,378,999.85 was funded during the Federal
fiscal year 2019 (October 1, 20¢ &eptember 30, 2019).
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SAMBDAY REGISTRATICB$B 6021)

Background

In 2018, Washington pass&l . cnHm>X gKAOK 3IAGSa GKS adl 4SQa
vote or update their address before a Primary, Special, or General EleEhimnis kown as 8me

Day Registratiobecause voters can register-person and receive a ballot that same dagnfe

day registrationcameinto effect on June 302019 just in time for the 2019 August Primary
Election.

Previouslyto be eligible to vote in an election, new registrations hathéocompleted iqperson
eight days prior to the election. New registrations submitted by mail or ohiatkdo be received
by election officialswenty-nine days prior to theelection Updatesto existing registration
information alsohad to be receivetiventy-nine daysbefore the election

Now, eligible voters ha up until 8:00 PM on anlextion day to register to vote, or update
registration information, iferson at a voting center or county elections department. The
deadline for registrations or updas bymail or online has been moved franventy-nine days to
eight days prior to an election.

Studies suggest thaame day registratiomcreases voter turnout, and ensures that all eligible
voters with appropriate ID who wish to vote calimong states that have implementedme day
registration the effect on voter turnout is an increase of an average of five petcent

Together with a statewide committee of state and county election administratbesOffice of

the Secretary of Statenvisioned same dayegistration in a voting by mail environment. The
office adopted new Washington Administrative Codes (WACSs), provided online webinars and in
person trainings, developed new procedures and work flows, and issued a statewide
Clearinghouse

1 Same Day Voter Registratiehttp://www.ncsl.org/research/electionsand-campaigns/samelay-
registration.aspx



http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/same-day-registration.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/same-day-registration.aspx
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Same Day Registration Resuls

In the 35 counties thatparticipated in the 2019 Primary Electiaiere were a total of 2,454
citizens that registered or made updataspersonand received a ballodluring thenew same

day registratiorperiod (the 8-day period prior to and including tHelection [y). The majority of
the transactions during this period were updates to existing registratibhss meansame day
registrationprovided these voters an opportunity to vote where they reside.

There were 6B new voter registrations during theame day registratioperiod in the Primary
Election. Almost 70% of these new voters had a ballot counted in the election. This indicates that
an additional 459 people were able to cast a vote in the Primary that malgave been able to

prior to the implementation obame day registratianOf the total transactions made, including
both new registrations and registration updates, over 44% had a ballot counted in the election.

In the 2019 General Election, a total o838 people utilized the new-8aysame day registration
window to makeupdates, or to register to voteand received a ballot. New registrations
accounted for a larger portion of the General Election transactions, though again the majority
were updates taexisting registrationsl,353 new voters registered during this period and 1,014,
or almost 75%, had a ballot counted. Of the total transactions duringdmee day registration
period in the 2019 General Election, almost 7#&d a ballot counted in thelection.

IN-PERSON TRANSACTIONS DURING 8-DAY
SAME DAY REGISTRATION PERIOD

M Voted Didn't Vote

PRIMARY GENERAL

Total = 3658

Total = 2454
Total = 2305

Total =1796

Total = 1353

Total =658

H ﬂ - N

UPDATES NEW TOTAL UPDATES NEW TOTAL
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Before SSB 6021 passed, registrations and updates via mail or online were not accepted unless
receivedon or before the 29 day prior to the election. Now, registrations and updates via mail

or online are accepted up until theé"&ay prior to an election. In this new extended period,
37,369 voters made updates and 32,693 registered via mail or online for the 2019 Primary
Election. For the 2019 General electi@®2381 voters utilized the extended period to make
updates and 25,46titizensregistered to vote.

Same day registration allows the voters making last minute registration changes to vote where
they reside, on the races and issues they are eligible to vote on, and have their ballot counted.
80,000 provisional ballots were aded by extending the period in which voters are allowed to
make changes prior to an election.

MAIL/ONLINE TRANSACTIONS DURING
EXTENDED PERIOD - 29 TO 8 DAYS PRIOR TO
ELECTION DAY

PRIMARY GENERAL

68342
42881
37369

UPDATES REGISTRATIONS TOTAL UPDATES REGISTRATIONS TOTAL

Did implementingsame day registratioause voter turnout to increase in Washington? The
effects ofthe implementation ofsame day registratiomight be difficult to determine. Voter
turnout can be influenced by a wide range of factors across election cycles, most of which are
political. Turnout is generally higher in Presidential and Presidential midterm years, so looking at
odd-number years preides a more meaningful comparison.
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Voter turnout, as measured by the percentage of active registered voters that had a ballot
counted,did increase over 2.5% between the 2017 and 2019 Primary Elections, and 8% between
the 2017 and 2019 General Electiqesethe Voter Turnoutsectionon page22).

Turnoutcan also be measured as a percentage of the voting eligible population that had a ballot
counted. The voting eligible population is an estimate of the number of Washington residents
that are 18 years of age or older and meet voting eligibility requiresieuch as being a citizen
and not being under the custody of the Department of Corrections. The percentage of voting
eligible population that had a ballot counted increased 2% from the 2017 Primary Election to the
2019 Primary Election, and increased 786 the 2017 General Election to the 2019 General
Election?

It is difficult to attribute this increase solely same day registratioas the state implemented
other changes around the same tim@cluding prepaid ballot return postage amditomatic
voter registration.Other factors, such as political climate or measures on the ballot, may have
also had an effect on turnouln the 2017 General Election, ballots contained three advisory votes
and no statewide measures, while in the 2019 General Electidiotb contained 12 advisory
votes and statewide measures concerning taxes and affirmative action.

Same Day Registratioy State

As of June 30, 2019, a total of 21 states plus the District of Columbia have enacted some form of
same day registratioif. See Appendix A for a map shme day registratiohy state.

2Voting eligible population estimates obtained from the United States Election Project at
http://www.electproject.org/. As these gtimates are only published in even years, for odd years these calculations
use the voting eligible population from the previous year (2019 uses 2018 voting eligible population estimates, and
2017 uses 2016 estimates).

3 Same Day Voter Registratiohttp://www.ncsl.org/research/electionsand-campaigns/samelay-

registration.aspx
4Voter Registration Deadlinesttps://www.vote.org/voter-registrationdeadlines/



http://www.electproject.org/
http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/same-day-registration.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/same-day-registration.aspx
https://www.vote.org/voter-registration-deadlines/
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PREPAID BALLOT RETURN POSSRGHG3

Background

Washington is a vote by mail stateherevoters have an 18ay period tocomplete and return
their ballot to election officials Everyeligible registered voter receives a mailed ballot every
election.

For a ballot to be counted, hust be returned or postmarked by 8:00/Fon Election DayPrior
to the implementation of prepaidballot returnpostage, wters had the choice of returning ér
ballot by placingt into a ballot drop boxprovidedby county elections departments by affixing
I FANRG Oflaa adlyL 2 GKS oltf20Qa NBlGdaNYy Sy

2 KAES FaasSaaySyid 27F 21 aKAy3igely positiv@vdingdye Y I A f
mail has many advantages for voteedection officials are constantly looking for ways to refine
procedures and infrastructure with the goal of increasing jggraition. ThelLegislature has found

that the postage equirement onreturn envelopesnay bea possiblebarrierto votingfor some

citizers and thatvotingshould befree for all Washington citizehs

Prepaidballot return postage began as a pilot in King Courtythe spring of2018, they
announced they would offer prepaid postage to all of their voters in the 2018 Primary and
General ElectionsSubsequently, the Secretary of State urged Governor Inslee to fund prepaid
postage for all counties in the state, and even came up hail of the cost for ongime budget
savings.

In 201%the Legislaturepassed SB 5068/hich went into effect on July 1, 201Bor all elections,
SB 5063equiresthat return envelopes for ballots include prepaid postage. In turn, the state will
reimbursecounties for the cost of return postage on lm for elections with fundspecifically

set aside by law fothat purpose.Funding estimates are based on historical turnout for similar
elections and a mail return rate of 60% of votérs

5 SB 5063 http://lawfilesext.leqg.wa.gov/biennium/20120/Pdf/Bills/S@ate%20Passed%20Leqgislature/5063

S.PL.pdf
6 SB 5063 https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5063&Year=2019



http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2019-20/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/5063-S.PL.pdf
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2019-20/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/5063-S.PL.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5063&Year=2019
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At least twoother states arenow providingstatewide prepaid postage on mai ballots.
Californialegislature @sseda prepaid postage bill in 2018 thatent into effecton January 1,
2019. In Oregon, legislation requiring prepaid postage was passed in 2019 iareffisct as of
January 1, 2020

Resultsc Voter Turnout

One of the intentions behind implementing prepaid ballot return postage was to eliminate a
possible barrier to voting for some citizens. Prepaid postage began in 2018, and voter turnout
did increase in 2018 and 201€omparing similar election years, as turnout is generally higher in
Presidential and other even years:

1 From the 2016 Primariglectionto the 2018 Primarflection voter turnout increased by

about 5%.
1 From the 2017 Primariglectionto the 2019 Primarlection voter turnout increased by
about 2%.
1 From the 201%General Electioto the 2019 Generétlection voter turnout increased
by about 7%.
Primary Elections General Elections
Voting Voting
Eligible Registered % Eligible Registered %
Population Voter # Returned| Returned | Population Voter # Returned| Returned
Turnouf | Turnout% | by Mail by Malil Turnout Turnout % by Malil by Malil
2013 17.4% 26.0% 609,238 71.8% 36.8% 45.3% 1,102,748 61.4%
2014 24.8% 31.2% 814,827 65.7% 43.1% 54.2% 1,276,049 59.3%
2015 16.6% 24.4% 442,846 74.2% 31.0% 38.5% 913,635 59.1%
2016 27.9% 34.9% 798,365 55.0% 65.7% 78.9% 1,437,461 42.3%
2017 19.9% 26.9% 511,574 49.1% 30.9% 37.1% 718,828 44.9%
2018 32.6% 40.8% 1,081,986 60.7% 58.3% 71.8% 1,734,205 54.7%
2019 21.8% 29.6% 731,613 61.2% 37.9% 45.2% 1,061,544 51.5%

7 California Secretary of State Websitettps://www.sos.ca.gov/administration/newseleasesand-
advisories/201hewsreleasesand-advisories/nestamp-no-problem-all-vote-maikballotsnow-comeprepaid

postagereturn-envelopes/

8 Oregon lawmakers approve paid postage for balldtips://www.oregonlive.com/politics/2019/07/oregon

lawmakersapprovepaid-postagefor-ballots.html

9Voting eligible population estimates obtained from the United States Election Project at
http://www.electproject.org/. As these estimates are only published in even years, for odd years these calculations
use the voting eligible population from the previous year (2019 uses 2018 voting eligible population estimates, and
2017 uses 2016 estimates).



https://www.sos.ca.gov/administration/news-releases-and-advisories/2019-news-releases-and-advisories/no-stamp-no-problem-all-vote-mail-ballots-now-come-prepaid-postage-return-envelopes/
https://www.sos.ca.gov/administration/news-releases-and-advisories/2019-news-releases-and-advisories/no-stamp-no-problem-all-vote-mail-ballots-now-come-prepaid-postage-return-envelopes/
https://www.sos.ca.gov/administration/news-releases-and-advisories/2019-news-releases-and-advisories/no-stamp-no-problem-all-vote-mail-ballots-now-come-prepaid-postage-return-envelopes/
https://www.oregonlive.com/politics/2019/07/oregon-lawmakers-approve-paid-postage-for-ballots.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/politics/2019/07/oregon-lawmakers-approve-paid-postage-for-ballots.html
http://www.electproject.org/
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It is difficult to determinewith certaintywhether prepaid ballot return postage may have had an
impact on theseincreases in voter turnout in 2018 and 2019. Other legislation implemented in
2019 general changes in the political climasend what was on the ballohay have had an effect

as well.For more information on turnout, see the Voter Turnout section ongp22,.

Results¢ Ballot Return Method

Themajority of ballots are returned by either mail or ballot drop bd¥ith the exception of the

2017 Primary Election and the 2016 and 2017 General Elections, mail has been the most popular
ballot return methodin every Primary and General Electgince 201%. When examining ballot

return trends over the yearshere is ashift in 2016 that coincides with an increase in the number

of drop boxesavailable to voters, and another shift in 2018 when prepaid poskegan.

Ballots Returned by Drop Box and Mail
80%

Prepaid
postage begins
in 2018

Primary - Mail

70%

General - Mail

60%
» /.'\/:L\

0% General - Drop Box
(]

Drop box expansion
begins in 2016

30%

Primary - Drop Box

20%

10%
2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

—S— Primary - Drop Box Primary - Mail —ll—General - Drop Box General - Mail

Prior to 2016 mail was clearly the mogtopular ballot return methodAlmost 50% more ballots
were returned by mail than by drop box in the 2015 Primary, and almost 20% more ballots were
returned by mail than drop box in the 2015 General.

10 Ballot return methods were not tracked by all counties prior to 2013.
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In 2016, there was a pusthat beganin King County to increase the number of ballot drop boxes
available to votersAlthough more ballots were returned by mail in the 2016 Primary Election,
drop box usagdadincreased by almost 20% from tR@15Primary Eletion. By the time of the

2016 General Election, 314 drop box locations were available throughout the atatelrop box

usage increased by over 15% from the previous General Election. For the first time since 2013,
drop box surpassed mail as the most ptgriballot return method in an election.

In 2017 the Legislature passed SSB 5433B 547&quires each County Auditor to establish a
minimum of one ballot drop box per fifteen thousand registered voters in the county and a
minimum of one ballot drop box in each city, town, and census designated place in a county
with a post office By the timeof the 2017 General Election, there were almost 400 drop box
locations available to voterfrop box was the most popular ballot return method for both the
2017 Primary and the 2017 General Election.

With the implementation of prepaid postage in 2018, lbateturns by mail increased by about
10% for both the 2018 Primary and General Electionaking mail the most popular return
method once again.

More than 100 new drop boxes have been installed since 2D&8pitethis growth drop box
usagehas declina since the implementation oprepaid postage. Additionalnformation on
ballot return methods for the 2019 Primary and Generalcions can be found on padb of
thisreport. More information on drop box locations andage can be found in Appendix Eldn
of this report.
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ELECTIONUDITSESHB 2406)

Background

In March of 2018 the Legislature passed ESHB 2406, relating to election security practices around
auditing and equipmeniThe actexpandthe range of options county elections officials may use
to audit the results of votes cast in their jurisdiction.

Previously,County Auditorsvere only required to conduct postlection audits under certain
circumstances depending on the type of votinguigomentin the county State law now requires
county elections officials to conduct an audit of all duplicated ballots, in addition to at least one
of the followingaudit methods anaudit of results of votes cast on direct recordielgctronic
devices random precinct or batch audit, arsk limiting audit Mostcounties use a random batch

or precinct audit. In 2019, Washington piloted the usa oisk limiting audifor the first time.

Traditional postelection audits require a fixedumber of precincts or percentage of ballots to
be audited and compared to the resul®Risk limiting auditere postelectionaudit procedures

that use statistical methodand tools to audit the elections procesBheyaim to reduce the
number of ballos audited, shorten the time required to conduct the audit, amhfirm that an

election is cetified with the correct winnet.

Individual ballots to be audited are selected randomly, wité initial sample sizdetermined by

the total number of votes castnd the desired level of confidence in the outcorhéf the sample

has substantial discrepancies with the original results, the audit continues until it is apparent that
the original results are correct or until all the ballots hése=n manually counteld.

Risk Limiting AuditPilot

In WashingtonSnohomish Countpiloted a risk limiting auditfter the February 2019 Special
Election in collaboration withthe Office of the Secretary of Statend Jennifer Morrell,
Democracy Fund Consultarithe goals of the pilot were to follow the procedural steps required
for a risklimiting audit as outlined in state statute, administrative coded best practice; to
determinethe time requirements and constraints of a Hiskiting audit as currently dilined in
state statute and administrative cod&y understand the staff, equipent, facility, and supply

11 Several Jurisdictions Adopt Riskniting Audits https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/researckand
analysis/articles/2015/06/02/severalrisdictionsadoptrisk-limiting-audits

Ra2NNBft X WSYYyAFTSNI® aYy26AiAy3d LHRYWRAKT ! dzZRNTiash ySz |
13 A Smar and Effective Way to Safeguard Electiehétps://www.brennancenter.org/ourwork/analysis
opinion/smartand-effectiveway-safeguardelectons.

t


https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2015/06/02/several-jurisdictions-adopt-risk-limiting-audits
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2015/06/02/several-jurisdictions-adopt-risk-limiting-audits
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/smart-and-effective-way-safeguard-elections
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/smart-and-effective-way-safeguard-elections
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resources required; to understand the impacts of conducting a-linsiking audit on the
continuing needs of the election, and to better understahd benefits.

Armed with lessons learned from the Snohomish County RtiletOffice of the Secretary of State
will work with other interestedcounties to increase their use of rikiting audits in the future.
As we expand the use of risk limiting alsdthings to consideinclude

1 Ballots marked with sequential numbering during the counting process would increase

efficiency, but requires additional equipment
1 Consistent, documented, ballot handling and storage practices are critical
1 There is uncertaity about the time and resources necessarydaisk limiting audit.
0 A toolfor ballot comparison audits must be developed

o The current certification period can be a constraint, especially in special and

primary elections; not all ballots can be includbdcause the curing process
continues through the day prior to certification
1 Resource contentions at the county level.
0 A dose race means many more balldtspull ¢ consideration should be made as
to whether we should go to a manual hand count.
o Small district versus large district could megrening many more containers
o The district is not known until the random selection
1 Privacy implications need to be fully examined

The Office of the Secretary of Staterrentlyofferstrainingon post-election audits as part of the
electionscertification program, and printed resource guides specificigk limiting auditsare
available to each countyultiple training sessionwith Jennifer Morrelwere held at the2019
statewide elections conference@unty personnel earad election certification credit for
attending these sessions.

Risk Limiting Auditdy State

In 2009,Coloradobecamethe first state to enact risk limiting audegislation After almost ten
years of training counties, testing procedures, and developing an RLA tool, iCat@adacalso
became the first state to implemenmisk limiting auditegislationstatewide'4.

The use ofrisk limiting auditsto increase confidence in election resultsbisginning to gain
popularity. In addition to Coloraddhree other states have legislation requiring risk limiting

14 Checking the Election: Rikkmiting Audits http://www.ncsl.org/research/electionsand-campaigns/checking
the-electionrisklimiting-audits.aspx



http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/checking-the-election-risk-limiting-audits.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/checking-the-election-risk-limiting-audits.aspx
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audits: Nevada, Virginia, and Rhode Islandome states, including Washington, Oregangd
Californi&®, counties have the option aonducting risk limiting auditSeveral other states have
passed legislation on risk limiting audits or are conducting pilots, inclu@inig'é, Indiana
Georgia’, andNew Jersel.

15 California Secretary of State websitettps://www.sos.ca.gov/administration/newseleasesand-
advisories/201&hewsreleasesand-advisories/governcbrown-signsbill-pavingway-county-electionsofficials
conductpost-electionrisklimiting-audits/.

16 Ohio Secretary of State websitattps://www.ohiosos.gov/mediacenter/pressreleases/2019/919-12-
13/#qgref

17 Checking the Election: Rikkmiting Audits http://www.ncsl.org/research/electionsaind-campaigns/checking
the-electionrisk-limiting-audits.aspx

8 New Jersey state websiténttps://nj.qgov/state/press20190308.shtml



https://www.sos.ca.gov/administration/news-releases-and-advisories/2018-news-releases-and-advisories/governor-brown-signs-bill-paving-way-county-elections-officials-conduct-post-election-risk-limiting-audits/
https://www.sos.ca.gov/administration/news-releases-and-advisories/2018-news-releases-and-advisories/governor-brown-signs-bill-paving-way-county-elections-officials-conduct-post-election-risk-limiting-audits/
https://www.sos.ca.gov/administration/news-releases-and-advisories/2018-news-releases-and-advisories/governor-brown-signs-bill-paving-way-county-elections-officials-conduct-post-election-risk-limiting-audits/
https://www.ohiosos.gov/media-center/press-releases/2019/2019-12-13/#gref
https://www.ohiosos.gov/media-center/press-releases/2019/2019-12-13/#gref
http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/checking-the-election-risk-limiting-audits.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/checking-the-election-risk-limiting-audits.aspx
https://nj.gov/state/press-2019-0308.shtml
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AUTOMATIC VOTER REGISTRA(HBIL595)

Background

With the passage ofiB 2595as of July 1, 201%he Department of Licensing will automatically
register to vote, or update the registration ¢fany individualapplying foror renewing an
Enhance® | & KA y 3 ( 2 igense dilflegtiichtiaricardl.Individuals will have aopportunity
to opt out, whereas peviously individuals had to opt in when applying for a licerides is known
as Automatic Voter Registration.

In additon to automatic voter registratiorat the Department of Licensingvhen applyingo the
Washington Health Benefit Exchange applicants will be offered the opportunity to register to
vote. If accepted, the application form will ppopulate with information already provided by

the applicant, eliminating any need to reenter informatidfertain other state agencies that
verify citizenship and collect a signature as part of their services will also automatically register
eligible Washingto citizens to vote. Citizemaay choose to opt out of voter registration.

Automatic voter registratioormay result in increased voter registration throughout the ydar
provides an easy avenue for eligible citizens to register, as they are already providing the
necessary information to thBepartment of Licensingr other agency approved fautomatic

voter registration andit eliminates the need to pay attention to registration deadlines.

Results

Fromthe automatic voter registratiommplementationto the end of 2019almost 470,000 voter
registration transactions came frothe Department of Licensingf thosemore than 100000
were automatic registration transactions from individuals applying for or renewing their
SYKIYyOSR RNX @S Adu 15/008218 yigivSegistratiNgs. [O6t &f the 7,715 that
received a ballot in the 2019 General Hiew, 2,725returned a ballot.

The Office of the Secretary of Stadéso receivedalmost 2,950 registrationgrom the Health
Benefit Exchanggom Juy 1, 2019 to December 31, 2028,5of which were new registrations.
Out of the290that received a ballbin the 2019General Electionless than 35 returned a ballot

¥Includes those that were in active or inactive status as of the writing of this report. diticahl 200
registrations were cancelled or put in pending status, and over 400 are pending as Future Voters (Under 18).
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FUTURE VOTEEROGRANHB 1513)

Washington established its Future Voter Program in 2019, with the implementation of HB 1513

As ofJuly1, 2019, 16 and 1%earold citizens can enroll as Future Voters when obtaining a

2 aKAY3AG2y RNAGDSNRA then eSaidmaticalNegstaréd GoS/otd whenO | NR
they turn18. Gtizens whoare currently 16 or 17 years old ahdf NB | R&é KI @S dan RNA @S
signup to be aFuture Voterat votewa.gov

2 AGK2dzih £2GS21 3 2 AaKAY3Ah 2y Qaém thaSwent e B QGI8,2Yy Y I
implementingthe Future Voter Program would have been difficult. The old systems used by the
counties and the Office of theeBretary of State did not have the functionality necessargrimll

16 and 17 yeaoldsand keep them in a pending status until they turn 18 and become an active
registered voter.

The Office of the Secretary of Stateeated the #FutureVoter outreactampaign to engagand

excite students to sign ufor the Future Voter PrograniThe program alschas a stong civic
education componentOn Temperance and Good Citizenship Day each January, students will
have an opportunity to enroll as #FutureVoters insslaThey can also volunteer to help sign up
other #FutureVotersThe Office of the Secretary of Statellaborated with the Office of the
Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPIpteparematerials, including a Classroom Guide to
Voter Registration,d assist teachers in this effort.

Before the legislation was implemented, The Office of the Secretary of State celebrated
Temperance and Good Citizenshigyn January 18019 with a soft launcbf the Future Voter
Program This launch included a soamaédia campaigand a downloadable teacher toolkit with

a lesson plan, posters, coloring sheets, and registration fo@usreach coordinators spoke to

over 200 students at a Temperance and Good Citizenship Day event held at George Washington
High Schoohi Tacoma.

Other materialghe Office of the Secretary of Stateeatedfor the Future Voter Program include
#FutureVoter littons and stickers for classrooms and evets,FAQoosted on the Elections

website announcemert includedin statewide@ 2 (i S MphiRts, &dtl posters and bookmarks
in colaboration with the Washington Statebicary.

FutureVoter
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YouthEnrollment Ages by State

Less than a quarterfatates, includingCaliforniaColoradoFlorida, Hawaii, Louisiana, Maryland,
MassachusettdNorth CarolinaQregon, Rhode Island, and Utaturrentlyallow foryouthto sign
up as a future voteprior to age 18° See AppendiB at the end of this report to view a full list
of enroliment agedy state.

Results

The Future Voter Program hasrolled over 26000Washington 16 and 17 yeatdssince its July
1, 2019 implementation. About 6000f thosewho enrolled under the Future Voter Program
turned 18 prior to tle 2019 General Election, and almost 20€hem cast a ballot in that election.
Another1,200 of thog currently enrolledwill have turned 18 by the 2020 Presidential Primary.

Alargenumberof Future Voterenroliments come fromthe Department ofLicensingas 16 and
17 yearoldsget sigred up whenapplyingfor licenses or IDs. The second largest soofdeuture
Voter preregistrations is registration drives.

Future Voter Enroliments by Source

20voter Registration Age Requirements by Staté&ps://www. usa.gov/votetrregistrationagerequirements



https://www.usa.gov/voter-registration-age-requirements
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From implementation to the end of 2019, the months with the largest total Future Voter
enrollments were September and Octobd&he number of online enrolimentnd enrollments
from registration drivepeaked duringseptember and October akd Office of the Secretary of
State and other community partnerrganized and participated in outreach events to increase
participation.

The number of enroliments as a result of a registratioivel increased almost tenfold from
August to SeptemberOn September 24, 2019, which wasitdnal Voter Registration Day, the
Future Voter Program had more enrollments than any other day since implementation. To
increase participatiomn National Voter Rgstration Daythe outreach team at the Office of the
Secretary of State prepared social media messages in multiple languages (Spanish, Viethamese,
and Chinese) and mailed out over 3,500 promotional items including posters, guides to
registering voters,tickers, and buttons.

Enrollments remained high in Octobédver 23,000 students participated an annual student
mock electionfrom October 1 to November.@he Office of the Secretary of State provided a
toolkit for teachers tadownloadthat includedmockballots, coloring shest anda print-friendly
voter pamphlet.Just like adult voters in the statefuslents voted on real candidates and
measureon paper ballotsThe mock election was open to all Washington State public, private,
tribal, and homesabol students in grades-K2.

Future Voter Enrollments by Month and Source
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m Motor Vehicle 1480 2818 2487 2201 2045 2052
W Registration Drive 169 166 1526 1461 651 240
Online 112 163 719 877 359 186
Mail 163 109 161 304 185 108
m Other 55 14 32 83 58 57
Total 1979 3270 4925 4926 3298 2643
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2019PRIMARY AND GENERAL ELECTIONS

Voter Turnout

Voter turnout is generally higher in Presittial andmidterm (even) years. i#wing the 2019
elections against other odgear electionsrather than all electioryears, providesa moreequal
comparison

In 2019, Washington State implemented a package of legislation aimed at improving voter
turnout: sameday registration, automatic voter registration, and prephallot returnpostage.
Voter turnoutincreased from the 2017 to 2019 Primary and General iBlegalthough it is hard

to determine whether this is solely the result of the changes in legislation or whether political
climate changeand what was on the ballatould have also had an impact.

OddYear Primary Election Voter Turnout
45%

40% 1991 35.7%
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Turnout of eligibleregistered votersn the 2019 AugudPrimary was 29.6%, which is the highest
odd-year Primary turnout since 200%he average turnout for odglear Primary Electionsince

1975 is 28%The 2019 Primary Election was an increase of almost 3% from the 2017 Primary, and
an increase of over 5% frothe 2015 Primary.

Oddyear Primary Elections do not include any statewide measures and are uBkksdoancies
in certain state and county positisand vote on countylevel measuresSome counties may not
even hold a Primary. 35 counties participate the 2019 Primary Election.
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OddYear General Election Voter Turnout
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Turnout of registered votersn the 2019General Election was 45% increase of over 8% from
the 2017 General ElectionThe averageegisteredvoter turnout for General Elections is 50%,
with ahighof 68% in 1991 and a low of 37% in 2017.

Turnout of the voting eligible populatiéh or all Washington citizens that are eligible to vate,
the 2019 General Election was 38%7% increasefrom 2017.Turnout of the voting eligible
population for GenerbElections has averaged 38¥ce 1981and also had a peak in 1991 and
a low in 2017, similar to registered voter turnout.

Measures and races on ballots in certain years may affect turhout991 the ballot featured
measures relating to term limitsjdxin-dying for terminal patients, and abortiom 2017, for the
first time since 1985, there were no statewide initiatives or referendums on the bahetballot
for the 2019 General Election included measures on affirmative action and limiting amicle
licensing feesThis may be a factor behind the increased turnout from 217019

2 \/oting eligible population estimates obtained from the United States Election Project at
http://www.electproject.org/. As these estimates are only published in eyears, for odd years these calculations

use the voting eligible population from the previous year (2019 uses 2018 voting eligible population estimates, and
2017 uses 2016 estimates).



http://www.electproject.org/
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Election Turnout Onthe ballot Initiatives/Referendums
2015 General 1 Registered Voters: 38.5¥ | 2 statewide ballot | Initiative 1366concerning state
1 Voting Eligible measures taxes and fees.
Population: 31.0% 1 4 advisory votes 1 Initiative 1401concerning

trafficking of animal species
threatened with extinction.

2017 General { Registered Voters: 37.1% T No statewide ballot { N/A

1 Voting Eligible measures
Population: 30.9% 9 3 advisory votes
2019 General 1 Registered Voters: 45.2% | 3 statewide ballot 1 Initiative 976 concerning motor
1 Voting Eligible measures vehicle taxes and fees.
Population: 37.9% 9 12 advisory votes  { Initiative 1000 concerning

affirmative action and
remedying discrimination, and
voters filedReferendum 88
petition on the act.

1 SJR 8200 constitutional
amendment concerning
legislative powers in times of
emergency.

See Appendix for information on registeredvoter turnout by county.
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Ballot Return

In the 2019 Primary Electionpters returned almost 1.2 million ballot&bout 61% of voters
returned their ballots by mail and almost 39% returned their ballots by drop Wi the
exception of the 2017 Primarynail tends to be the most popular returmethod for Primary
Elections.The section on prepaid ballot return postage on pddgeof this reporthas more
information onpossiblefactors influencing ballot return methods

A very small percentage of ballots were returned by groafax. This is a ballot return method
reserved for UOCAVA (military and overseas) voters. Thowglvaer may request that their
ballot be issued electronicallppn-UOCAVA voters must returrpaper ballot by mail, drop box,

or in person. AAon-UOCAVA ballot returned electronically will only be counted if an original hard
copy of the ballot is also received by the county.

Ballot Return Methods - Primary Elections
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Voters returned over 2 million ballstin the 2019 General Electio8imilar to the Primary
Elections, return by mail tends to be the more common method of ballot return for General
Elections Over 51% of voters returned their ballot by meild about 48% by drop bar the
2019 General Eleicin. Less than a quarter of a percent were received by email or fax.

More people utilize drop boxes to return their ballot for the General Elections than for the
Primary elections. In the 2019 General Election, the number of ballots returned by mail lyas on
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3% higher than the number returned by drop boxe$ereas in th019 Primary over 20% more
ballots were returned by mail than by drop box.

Ballot Return Methods - General Elections
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Ballot Rejection

Of the total ballots rejecteéh the 2019 Primary65% were rejected due tolate postmark.This
is typical of most elections. When a postmark is missing or illegible, state law allows counties to
use the date signed by the voter in place of the postmark.

9OSNE olftt20 Syo@St21LI &aAirdyl (dzNB AtdatiorSréchr, A y S R
Ballots witha signature that did not match the registration recarchde up 21% of rejections,

and ballots missing a signature entirely were 1Béfore a ballot with a signature issue is
rejected, the voter receivenotification from theirlocal elections office and an opportunity to

cure their ballot prior to certification.

2019 Primary Election - Ballot Rejection Reasons

Signature did not match
21%
4,015

Total = 19,341 Rejected Ballots

Sincehe Office of the Secretary of State began recording the reasons for ballot rejection in 2017,
ballots with a late postmarthat werereceived too late to be courtlhave made up the largest
percentage of rejected balloi® every Primary Electiofhis shows a need for voter outreach

and education, to encourage votetisat may bereturning their ballots by mail late in the election

to use a ballot return box insteadlrhis wouldensure that their ballot reaches the County
ldZRAG2NNDE 2FFAOS Ay GUAYS (2 06S O2dzyiSR FT2NJ (K

Primary ElectiorBallot Rejection Reasons Since 2017

Reasons for Rejection

Signature Did

Year |Total Rejection Rate |Total Ballots Rejected Unsigned Not Match |Late Postmark| Other
2017 1.38% 14,380 15% 25% 52% 8%
2018 1.63% 29,031 10% 27% 59% 4%

2019 1.62% 19,341 11% 21% 65% 3%
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Ballot rejectiorrates are slightly lower for GerarElections than for Primary Elections. The 2019

General Election had a ballot rejection rate of 1.23%th@ total ballots rejected, 5% were

rejected due to a late postmayki2% were dudo a missing signature, and 2Bwere due to a

signature thatdid/ 2 4 YI 6 OK (GKS @23G.SNRa&A NBIAAGNIGA2Yy NBC

2019 General Election - Ballot Rejection Reasons

Total = 25,410 Rejected Ballots

When examining ballot rejection reasons for General Elections since t28ids are not as clear
aswith the Primary Election®allots received with a late postmark were the most common ballot
rejection reasons in the 2017 and 2019 General Elections, but in the 2018 General Ehextion
most common rejection reason wassgnature that did not match the signature on record for
the voter.

GeneralElectionBallot RejectionrReasons Since 2017

Reasons for Rejection

Signature Did
Year | Total Rejection Rate |Total Ballots Rejected Unsigned Not Match |Late Postmark| Other
2017 1.16% 18,533 18% 31% 48% 7%
2018 1.09% 34,428 14% 51% 27% 7%
2019 1.23% 25,410 12% 29% 56% 3%

See Appendix @r a map of ballot rejection rates by county.
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Ballot Rejectiong Signature Verification

Issues with voter signaturesade up 32% of ballot rejection reasanghe 200 Primary Election
and 41% in the 2019 General Election.

! ortft2d Aa y20 GFrfAR gA0K2dzi | aA3aySR RSOf |
registration recordAs part of the ballot counting procesxyunty electionstaffverifythat every

ballot return envelopehas asignaturethat matches the signature on recofdr that voter. Staff

assignedto verify signatures musteceive training on statewide standards for signature
verificationand sign an oathegarding theperformanceof their duties Counties often partner

with the Washington State Patrol to providlas training.

When a county receives a ballot with a missing signature or a signature that does not match the
voter registration record, they will attempt to resolve, or cutlee signature issuelhis applies

to all ballots received, including UOCAVA balldite county will notify the voter via first class
mail of the actionghat may betaken to cure the ballotIf the voter has not responded by three
days befoe certificatian, the county willcall the voter.The deadline to cure a ballot with a
signature issués the day before certification.

If the signature on the ballatturn envelopes not the same handwriting dke signature on the

@2 G SNDA& NIBrd ihavidtetlcain dugeyhe sighafuge by signing a new registration form or

a signature update form, which includes both a ballot declaration and a voter registration oath.

The signature on the new registration or signature form must match the signature on the ballot
NBGdz2NYy Sy@gSt2LSe ¢KS @20SNRa NBIAAIOGNIGA2Y NBO

If a voter signs their ballateturn envelopeusing a nickname, initials, or any name that differs
FNRY GKS yIFYS 2y (KS t@e2balstNndaybecbiitediad ibriglasithe2 y NB
handwrting is clearly the same. If it appears the voter has changed his or her naeneptnty

will send the voter a form to complete to change their name in the registration record.

If a ballotreturn envelopeis missinga signaturethe voter mayappear inperson to sign the
declarationon the envelopeor sign a copy of the declaration in front of two witnesses and return

AG G2 GKS [ 2dzydeé ! dzZRAG2NRA hFFAOSO® ¢KS aAdyl
registraton record.
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UOCAVANIILITARY AND OVERSEAS VOQTERS

| adzaSid 2F 2FakKAy3idz2yQa @2GSNE NB NB3IAadSN
Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA). Voters in this catagolydemembers of the Armed Forces of

the United States in active serei@and their spouses and dependen@Gitizensresiding outside

the United States are also eligible for UOCAVA status, and may register from their most recent
residential address in Washingtoor the most recent residential address in Washington of a

family member.

2019 Primary Election

In the 2019 Primary election, the state of Washington issoeer 78,50000CAVA ballots, or
approximately 2% of the total ballots issued. Of th® CAVA ballotissued, 96 were returned.
This is the lowest UOCAVA return ridea Primary Electiogince 2005. 1.9% of UOCAVA ballots
were rejected which is slightly higher than the rejection rate of 1.6% for all ballots.

In terms of all ballots received, both UOGRA and noAJOCAVA, the most common ballot
rejection reason was a late postmark. While regular ballots must be postmarked by Election Day
or before, UOCAVA ballots require that the signature date be on or before Election Day and
received by the day prior taertification. The most common reason for rejectiai UOCAVA
ballotswas asignature problem, accounting for over%of rejected ballots.

Military and overseas voters seem to prefer to return their ballots by mail. Cs#y of returned
UOCAVA ballotsere received by email or fax, a method of ballot return that is only allowed for
UOCAVA voterand accounts for less than 1% of overall ballots returnBo be counted,
electronic transmission must occur no later than 8:00 pm on Election Day.

2019 Geneal Election

In the 2019 General election, the state issueder 93,000 UOCAVA ballotsThis was
approximately 2% of the total number of ballots issued. 14% of W@Oallots issued were
returned by voters and of those 1.5% were rejected. Again, this iy stightly higher than the
rejection rate of 1.2% for all ballots.

The most common reason for rejection in the 2019 General Election was a signature problem,
accounting for over 77% of rejected ballots.

Of the UOCAVA ballots received by count&386 ofUOCAVA ballots were returne@ email or
fax. Similar to the primary, this method accounted for less than 1% of all ballots returned.

Add AppendibD for UOCAVA ballot data by couritr the 2019 Primary and Generdegtions
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UPCOMING 118020

Preparatian for the 2020 PresidentidHection yearbegan early in 2019n addition to a Primary

and General Election, there will also be a February Special Election, a Presidential Primary in
March, and an April Special Electidn.ii Qa dzydzadzZl f (2 O2yRdzO0G & KNJ
overlapping deadlinesThe Secretary of State Elections Division has been working with
candidates, counties, and the public to prepare for the upcoming 2020 elecibawelopment

in the VoteWA system enses election officials can securely conduct elections with overlapping
deadlines.

There are several changes to the Presidential Primary in 2020. In 2019, Washington passed
legislation that moved the Presidential Primary Election 2@y the fourth Tuesdg in Mayto

the second Tuesday in MarcRrevious Presidential Primaries were held too late to have any
impact, and holding the Presidential Primary earlier in the year will give voters in Washington a
greater role in determining party nominedartiesnow choose which candidatesiwappear on

the ballots, and each party Bahe option of including an uncommitted delegate response
position. For this election only, voters must declare a party, and then vote only from the list of
candidates from the chosgparty. Results will be certified 10 days after the election. For the first
time, both parties are using the Presidential Primagsults

In preparation for the Presidential Primary, the Office of the Secretary of State iassextes of
election advisores to the countiesprovided training at the state elections conferenand
certified the party declarations. In December of 2019, the Certification and Training team gave
Presidential Primary training at 3 workshops to 160 elections administrators.

To hdp voters understand and participate in the Presidential Primary, the Elections Division
provided art to the counties for standardized ballot materials including the envelope face with
party declarations and a mandated informational insert.

VOTERS' PAMPHLET

Washington State Elections

online

Official Publication
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TheVoter Information Services team alsmrked closely with 1hational campaignsand both

state partiesn order to getcandidatea (i 6 SYSy ia Ay SINIé& Sy2dzaK F2N
printed and ready for UOCAVA ballot mailings. In addition tocdreddate statementpages,

there are 13 new or revised pages, including badltket information voting best practices, and
#TrustedInfo2020. Five editiorgsEnglish, bilingual English/Spanish, Spanish, Vietnamese, and
Chinese; were compiled. An estimated 3million pamphlets will be printed and mailed for the

t NEBAARSYUOGALIE t NRYINE® ¢ K SVashidgios NakkiGy Book MUBr4illS G & |
Library WTBB)for audio recording.

2020 will be an exciting year for the Future Voter Program. Afteniial soft launch in 2019,
the Office of the Secretary of State celebratemhperance and Good CitizenshipyDonJanuary
16, 2020, and saw an increase in the number of youth enrolling to be a Future Voter.

In addition to the annual Student Mock Election, in 2020 the Office of the Secretary of State is
holding a special Presidential Primary Edition of the Student Mock Election. The Office of the
Secretary of State is providing a toolkit for teachers to doadlthat includes mock ballots,
coloring sheets, and a priitiendly voter pamphlet.

L. b b b 4b 4b &b 4b 4b 4b b 4 40 b 4b 4b 4b b g ¢

presidential Student Mock
primary Edition E L E C T I ON
2020

Ends March 10 #FutureVoter

* %k ok k ok ok ok ok ok k ok ok k ko ok ok ok ok ok ok
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Appendix A¢ Same Day Registratiolny State?
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22same Day Voter Registratiehttp://www.ncsl.org/research/electionsand-campaigns/samelay-
registration.aspx



http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/same-day-registration.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/same-day-registration.aspx
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AppendixB ¢ Voting PreRegistration Age by Stafé

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas

California
Colorado
Connecticut

Delaware

District of
Columbia

Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho

Illinois

Indiana

lowa

Kansas

Kentucky

Louisiana
Maine

Maryland

Massachusetts

You must be at least 18 on or before Election Day to register.

You must be at least 18 or within 90 days of your 18th birthday to register.

You must be 18 or older on or before the ngeneral election to register.

You must be 18 or turn 18 on or before the next Election Day to register.

You must be 18 or older on Election Day to register. You careprster to vote at 16

or 17 and if you do, you will automatically be registered to vote on your 18th birthe
You must be at least 16 to register and 18 to vote.

If you are at least 17 and turning 18 before Election Day, you can register to vote
you may participate in the general primary.

You must be 18 by the next general electiondgister.

You can preegister at 16. You may vote in a primary election if you are at least 17
years old and you will be at least 18 years old by the next gealeretion.

You must be at least 16 to pregister.

Youmust be at least 17 % to register and 18 to vote.

You can preegister at 16. You must be 18 to vote.

You must be at least 18 on Election Day to register.

To register, you must be 17 years old on or before the date of the Primary Elestio
turn 18 on or before the date of the General or Consolidated Election.

You must be at least 18 on or before the next general, municipal, or special electi

register. You can register and votelin LINA YI NB St SOGA2y I 0
before the next general or municipal election.

You must be at least 17 to register. You may vote if you willBben or before Electior
Day. In the case of primary elections, you may vote if you will be 18 years old on
before the corresponding regular election.

You must be 18 on or befothe next election to register.

You can preegister at 17 but you must be 18 on or before the next general electic
vote. If you are 17 and will kB8 on the next general election, you may vote in the
primary election.

You can be 16 to register in person at the Registrar of Voters office or at tisanau
Office of Motor Vehicles. If you register another way, you must be at least 17.

You must be at least 17 to register. You can vote at age 17 in a primary if ydiBll be
by the next general election.

You can register if you are at least 16 but cannot vote unless you will be at least 1
years old by the next general election.

You can preegister at 16 or 17. Once you become old enough to vote, your local
election office will move you from the list of pregistrants to the list of registered
voters.

23\oter Registration Age Requirements by Statéps://www.usa.gov/voterregistrationagerequirements



http://www.alabamavotes.gov/VoterRegistrationInfo.aspx?a=voters
http://www.elections.alaska.gov/Core/whocanregisterandwhocanvote.php
http://www.azsos.gov/elections/voting-election/register-vote-or-update-your-current-voter-information
https://www.sos.arkansas.gov/elections/voter-information/voter-registration-information
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voter-registration/
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/vote/VoterHomeMobile.htm
https://portal.ct.gov/SOTS/Election-Services/Voter-Information/Voting-Eligibility
http://elections.delaware.gov/voter/eligibility.shtml
https://www.vote4dc.com/ApplyInstructions/Register
https://www.vote4dc.com/ApplyInstructions/Register
http://dos.myflorida.com/elections/for-voters/voter-registration/register-to-vote-or-update-your-information/
http://sos.ga.gov/index.php/elections/faq
http://elections.hawaii.gov/frequently-asked-questions/voter-registration/#jump-8
https://sos.idaho.gov/elections-division/
https://ova.elections.il.gov/
https://indianavoters.in.gov/
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/voterinformation/voterregistration.html
https://www.kdor.ks.gov/Apps/VoterReg/Default.aspx
https://elect.ky.gov/Frequently-Asked-Questions/Pages/Voter-Registration.aspx
http://www.sos.la.gov/ElectionsAndVoting/RegisterToVote/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/voter-info/voterguide.html
http://elections.maryland.gov/voter_registration/index.html
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/eleifv/howreg.htm
https://www.usa.gov/voter-registration-age-requirements
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Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana

Nebraska

Nevada

New
Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico

New York

North Carolina

North Dakota
Ohio

Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island

South Carolina

South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah

Vermont

Virginia
Washington

West Virginia

Wisconsin
Wyoming

You must be at least 18 by Election Day to register.

To preregister tovote at 17, you must be at least 18 when the next election occurs
(special, township, state primary, or state general).

You must be 18 on dyefore the next general Election Day to register.

You must be at least 17 % to register.

You musbe 18 on or before the next election to register.

You must be 18 on or before the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November
the current calendar ya&r to register.

YoucanprdNB A A a0 SNJI I (-NBEA®R AlIB NSREZQ @ 2 d2ONE |
registered to vote on your 18th birthday unless yque-registration is canceled.

You must be 18 or older on the day of the next election to register.

You must bat least 17 to register.

You must be 18 years or older at the time of the next election.

You must be 18 by the end of the calendar year in which you register to vote. Yot
be 18 by the date of the general, primary, or other election in which you want to vi
You can preegister to vote at 16 if you will be 18 at the time of the next general
election.

You do not have to register to vote in North Dakota.

LT @2dz2QNBE mMT1 FYR gAff 0SS wmy 2 ysteadbté S
You may also vote in the primary election to nominate candidates. But you canno
vote on issues or party central committees until you are 18.

You must be 1% to preregister.

You must be at least 16 to register.

You must be at least 18 on the day of the next election to register.

You must be at least 16 to register.

You must be 18 on or before the next election to register.

You must be 18 on or before the next election to register.

You must be at least 18 on or before the next election to register.

You must be at least 17 and 10 months old a8 Election Day to register.

You can preegister if you are 16 or 17. You will automatically be registered to vott
when you turn 18.

If you are 17 and will become 18 before the next election, you can submit your
r,egistraAtion gppIiAcation. YpuAr registration Wi|J become active wheu turn 18 and
ukr1S UKS 220SNRa hluoK® LT e2dz gAff 0
and vote in the primary election immediately preceding that general election.

If you are 17 and will be 18 at the next general election, you may register in advatr
and vote in any primary or special election leading up to that general election.

LT &@2dz2QNB mMc 2NI mMT1X @&2dz OFy &aA3ay dzLJ
registered to vote when you turn 18.

You must be at least 17 and turning 18 befar&k S y SEG St SOl A2y
and will be 18 before the next general election, you can also vote in primary electi
You may register at 17 if you will be 18 by the redgttion.

You must be 18 on or before the next election to register.



http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,1607,7-127-1633_8716_8726_47669---,00.html
http://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/register-to-vote/
https://www.sos.ms.gov/Elections-Voting/Pages/Voter-Registration-Information.aspx
http://www.sos.mo.gov/elections/goVoteMissouri/register
https://sosmt.gov/elections/vote/?dt=1523469040559
https://www.nebraska.gov/apps-sos-voter-registration/eligibility/citizen
https://www.nvsos.gov/sos/elections/voters/registering-to-vote
http://sos.nh.gov/HowRegVote.aspx
http://sos.nh.gov/HowRegVote.aspx
http://www.njelections.org/voting-information.html
https://www.sos.state.nm.us/voting-and-elections/voter-information/voter-registration-information/
http://www.elections.ny.gov/VotingRegister.html
https://www.ncsbe.gov/Voters/Registering-to-Vote
https://vip.sos.nd.gov/PortalListDetails.aspx?ptlhPKID=78&ptlPKID=7
https://www.sos.state.oh.us/elections/voters/voter-eligibility-residency-reqs/#qualifications
https://www.ok.gov/elections/Voter_Info/Register_to_Vote/
https://sos.oregon.gov/voting/Pages/registration.aspx?lang=en
http://www.votespa.com/Register-to-Vote/Pages/Voter-Registration-Requirements.aspx
http://www.elections.ri.gov/voting/registration.php
https://www.scvotes.org/south-carolina-voter-registration-information
https://sdsos.gov/elections-voting/voting/register-to-vote/
http://sos.tn.gov/products/elections/register-vote
http://www.votetexas.gov/register-to-vote/
https://voteinfo.utah.gov/
https://www.sec.state.vt.us/elections/frequently-asked-questions/voter-registration.aspx
http://elections.virginia.gov/registration/how-to-register/
https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/future-voter-program.aspx
https://sos.wv.gov/elections/Pages/FAQs.aspx
https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/RegisterToVote
http://soswy.state.wy.us/Elections/RegisteringToVote.aspx
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AppendixC¢ Voter Turnout by County

2019 Primary
Electionc
Voter
Turnout by
County

D No Primary
[ ]20-29%
[ 130-39%
[ 40— 49%

B over 50%

2019General
Electiong
Voter
Turnout by
County

































